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Objectives

• Mission 

• Evolution of our Grazing 
Program

• Public lands grazing 
challenges

• 2014 grazing project

• Lessons learned

• Update current capacity 
to graze
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Mission: Restore historic prairie and wetland complexes 

and oak savannas to benefit 

waterfowl and grassland dependent birds

Points to Begin with:

1. Lots of Science to support grazing

2. Grazing, when done correctly, benefits wildlife 

habitat

3. My office cannot burn all the acres it would like to 

burn annually.

4. Starting a grazing program on public lands is not 

easy.



Where we came from…

• Just working with our neighbors

• No outreach to other potential grazers

• Season-long grazing

• Landscape scale management using only 
prescribed burning



Public Land Grazing Challenges

• Lack of infrastructure 

• Variable and inconsistent water sources

• No electricity

• Minimal public awareness of the value grazing 
provides to wildlife habitat

• Each unit provides it own unique challenges 

• No standard rental rated for public lands in WI





Steps taken…

• River Country RC&D Partnership 2012
– Established Listening Groups

– Preliminary Site Visits

– Invited the WI-DNR

• What do Producers need?
– Water

– Fence (Generally Electric Preferred)

– Managing livestock at the grazing unit (loading and off 
loading)

• Began Producers Contact List

• Adapted the Minnesota DNR Grazing Plan template to 
address our local management plan needs.  



2014 Pilot Year Project

• 2013 Completed the boundary fence for south 
portion of Spring Meadows Grazing Unit

• Talked to neighbors asking about the idea  of 
buying water and electricity (worried about 
liability)

• Explored fencing contracts (Decided to install 
fence with FWS and DNR staff and volunteers)

• Built solar energizer and temporary fence kits
• Sent letters out in 1-mile radius around grazing 

unit



Fencing Kit: loan out for grazing season

solar energizer, pigtail posts, braided wire and 
wire reals ~$2500



Permanent Boundary Fence



Temp Fence



Boundary Fence: 
$12,000
Materials & Installation

Temporary Fence: 
$3,000
Materials & Installation
Note: Reusable and 
installed by high school 
students and college 
interns





Continued…

• Grazing Project-Bid System highest bidder 
(spring of 2014)

– Ended up with one bid ($5/AUM)

– Producer talked to insurance company (higher Rate)

– No electricity and no water from neighbors

– Backed out



Continued…

• Priority System:

– Talked with potential Permittee: grazed at NO Cost

• Wet year and didn’t need the pasture 

• Had to move his cattle 

• He did some fencing

– FWS completed the temporary boundary fence



(36x0.6)+ 4 + 1.35 =  26.96 Animal Units  (21.6 AU for 22 
Days) and 26.96 AU for 77 

Proposed 69 AUM  Actual 88.61 AUM
2 acres per AUM but Actual Roughly 1.1 Acres per AUM



Duration: July 9st through September 24th

-36 yearlings
-4 cows (August - September
-1 bull (August- September)





For 2015 Season:
Installed a 120’ well: $3,000
Solar Watering System: $8,600 1” aboveground Water pipe:

-4000 foot

900 Gallon Tank:
Plastic-Mart.com

Solar Pump System:
-Lorentz, SD Well Pipe:

-Martell Well Drilling



“OK Coral”: 
-System purchased by Permittee for loading and unloading cattle.
-Available for rent

Pasture Walk: River Country RC&D/Wisconsin DNR/USFWS



Lessons Learned

• Grazing public land is possible but we need to 
find the right partner for success.  

• The Producer and the Public Land Manager 
need to stay flexible and must Communicate.

• Mobil watering system and electric fencers 
provides for greater flexibility.

• Building grazing infrastructure on public land 
will take time

• Experiential Learning is KEY!



Currently

• List of 69 Producers

• 6 WPAs have infrastructure to support grazing

• Grazed four of those sites three growing 
seasons and one site 6 growing seasons.  

• Two sites will hopefully be grazed in 2022.  

• I still have 38 more units to explore grazing 
opportunities on.  

• Explore the exchange for services idea to build 
infrastructure to support grazing



“When land does well for its owner, and the 
owner does well by his land; when both end up 
better by reason of their partnership, we have 
conservation.”

– Aldo Leopold, The Farmer as a Conservationist
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