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Lowry Ranch Extreme Makeover 
“We’re running a herd of 600 cows year-round here—but if you go out on the ranch in 
summer you can’t tell if you’re on a site that has been grazed that year or not!” —William 
Woolston, Colorado State Land Board



Lowry Ranch, CO 

“This earns us money for the school 
system” 



Sacramento River National 
Wildlife Refuge



Sacramento NWR



Advice from Scott Soares, Environmental Scientist  

“If you can demonstrate specific 
goals, it makes a better case for 
why you want to use grazing on a 
site.”

“Success is measured on a 
long-term scale.” 

“A successful partnership 
between grazier and manager is 
key; it is important to relay your 
goals to the grazier.”

 



tomkatranch.org

Reduced bare ground 
by 60% to 90%

Increased stocking 
capacity 100% - 300%.

Received ~50% discount 
on leases because of 
commitment to grow the 
long-term productivity 
and resilience of the 
land.



VIDEO 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v%3D1867221536745414&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1642098457148142&usg=AOvVaw3uMJRKfycCigIxkJW14Nj3


  Takeaways from 22 interviews
 

 

“Don’t be afraid to try it, but be careful in your selection 
of a lessee or grazing manager for the project”



Takeaways from 22 Interviews

 



Takeaways from 22 Interviews

“There are different ways to do things, not 
just the old ways” - Donny Benz, Goat Green 

“I don’t believe there is a downside” - 
William Woolston, CO State Lands Board 



Major Themes

 % citing Cost Savings, Efficiency, or Revenue: 100%

Wildlife or Natural Resources: 100%

Native Plants or Perennial Grasses: 85%

Reducing Bare Ground or Controlling Invasives: 85%

Water Cycle Benefits / Resilience: 100%

 



Questions, Comments, Thoughts? 

Contact Information: 
 Greg Horner - greghconsultant@gmail.com
 

Profiles of Grazing & Soil Health:   
www.landandmanagement.com 
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